Sampling of thrips species and their host plants were carried out from 1993 to 1996 on 111 localities in Croatia. Samples of thrips were taken from 235 different plant species. 33 thrips species from suborder Terebrantia and 14 thrips species from suborder Tubulifera were found in research. The most abundant species were onion thrips (Thrips tabaci) and flower thrips (Frankliniella intonsa), which were found on host plants from 30 
INTRODUCTION
The order Thysanoptera is homogenous group of insects with characteristic wings -they have long fringe and very poor nervature. The adults are only few mm long and their detection is not easy. Up to date, more than 5000 species from two suborders -Terebrantia and Tubulifera -and 8 families -Merothripidae, Aeolothripidae, Heterothripidae, Adiheterothripidae, Thripidae, Uzelothripidae, Fauriellidae, and Phlaeothripidae, are described. 93 % of species belong to the families Thripidae and Phlaeothripidae (Mound, 1997) and their representatives are also the most common in Croatia and its neighbouring countries . The most important pests from Thysanoptera order -e.g. Frankliniella occidentalis (Pergande), Thrips tabaci Lindeman, Thrips palmi Karny and Scirtothrips dorsalis Hood -belong to Thripidae family (Mound, 1997) . In Croatia, up to now thrips fauna was investigated by Kovačević (1964) , zur Strassen (1981 Strassen ( , 1984 , Ciglar et al. (1984 Ciglar et al. ( , 1990 , Šimala (1991) , Raspudić (1996) and Andjus (1997) .
Knowledge on host plants of thrips is important, since many polyphagous species and viruses they transmit can survive on different wild-growing plants also out of growing season of the plants (in most cases the cultivated plants), in which this pests caused the highest damage (Jenser et al., 2007) . Until now, in Croatia and in some of its neighbouring countries many authors investigated distribution of Thysanoptera and their host plants: Jenser (1986 Jenser ( , 1990 , Jenser and Tusnádi (1989) , Jenser and Balogh (1992) , Masten (1983) , Ciglar et al. (1984 Ciglar et al. ( , 1990 , Janežič (1991) , Šimala (1991) , Janežič and Maček (1993) , Raspudić (1999) , and Trdan (2002 Trdan ( , 2003 . The aim of this research was to identify thrips species and their host plants in Croatia, since the previous data from the same country was connected only with the individual thrips species.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Monitoring of thrips fauna was carried out in Croatia from 1993 to 1996. Total of 662 samples -most of them were collected outdoors -from 235 different plant species were taken from 111 localities. Thrips sampling was done using standard thysanopterological instruments (Raspudić, 1996; Trdan, 2002) . The samples were taken from agricultural crops, plants in the garden, channels, meadows, bushes and forests. Determination of thrips was carried out in the Entomological Laboratory (Josip Juraj Strossmayer University in Osijek, Faculty of Agriculture) on the base of 1058 permanent slides. Determination was made according to morphological keys of Jenser (1982) , Okumura and Papp (1991) , and Moritz (1994) . Determination of plant species was done by Prof. Ana Skender (Josip Juraj Strossmayer University in Osijek, Faculty of Agriculture), according to morphological keys of Ehrendorfer (1973) and Domac (1994) .
RESULTS
Results on determination of thrips species and their hosts plants are presented in chapters 3.1 and 3.2, in which Thysanoptera and their host plant species are presented at family levels. 
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Pelargonium spp. Hypericaceae: Hypericum perforatum L. Iridaceae:
Gladiolus gandavensis van Houtte Lamiaceae: 
Malva sylvestris L. Oleaceae:
Ligustrum vulgare L. Piniaceae:
Ranunculus acris L. Rosaceae:
Rubus sp. Cucurbita pepo L. Picris sp. Dipsacaceae:
Ranunculus arvensis L. Scrophulariaceae: Linaria vulgaris Mill. 
Haplothrips aculeatus

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS
Thrips species determined in the investigation belong to the three families: Aeolothripidae, Thripidae, and Phlaeothripidae. The presence of thrips from those three families was confirmed by Mound et al. (1976.) in most European countries. The host plants of thrips determined in the investigations belongs to 49 botanical families.
Thrips species from Aeolothripidae family were presented on 32 % of botanical families within our research, mostly on families Fabaceae, Asteraceae and Brassicaceae. Aeolothrips intermedius -important predator of thrips and mites (Trdan et al., 2005) , which was found on host plants from 15 different botanical families, was the most abundant species from Aeolothripidae family.
Thrips specimens from Thripidae family were the most abundant; they were from 14 genera and 30 species. They were presented on 89 % of botanical families within our research. Genus Thrips with 10 species, and the most abundant species T. tabaci, were determined on 30 botanical families with the highest number on Asteraceae and Fabaceae. The second most abundant thrips species was Frankliniella intonsa. This species was presented on 32 % of examined samples, on 29 botanical families, mainly on Asteraceae and Fabaceae, followed by Brassicaceae, Caryophyllaceae, Rosaceae, Lamiaceae, and Ranunculaceae. Both Thysanoptera species are also known as widely distributed insects in Slovenia (Trdan, 2003) , Serbia (Andjus and Trdan, 2005ab) , Hungary (Jenser and Czencz, 1988) and in many other European countries with continental climate, while only Thrips tabaci is known as important pest of some vegetable plants (Trdan et al., 2007) .
Family Phlaeothripidae was presented with 9 genera and 14 species. Their representatives, which do not belong among important pest species in Croatia, their neighbouring countries and also some Mediterranean countries (Garcia-Fayos and Goldarazena, 2008) , were presented on 27 plant families, mainly on Poaceae (40 %), Asteraceae (33 %), and Fabaceae (26 %). The most abundant species from Phlaeothripidae family, which representatives are potential pollinator of their host plants, was Haplothrips minutus, which was found in host plants from 10 botanical families.
On the basis of results of present study we can conclude that the majority of Thysanoptera species are polyphagous. This characteristic allow them survival in different agroecosystems, where some of these insects perform the permanent threat to cultivated plants. Therefore the knowledge on host plants of thrips species is highly advantageous in research work as well as in implementation of sustainable methods of thrips control (e.g. trap crops [Buitenhuis et al., 2007] , intercropps [Trdan et al., 2006] etc.) in food production systems.
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